STAT

MRTICLE AP

QN PAGE

Approved For Release 2007/06/15 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100200021-9 ~

Y
1

3URGH PO
1,980

PITUST
6 MaY

S|

PRARED
<

Journalists and 5‘@18:3

A professional journalist does not allow
himself to be used by a government agen-
¢y, be it the Pittsburgh City Council, the

Department of Agriculture or the Central -

Intelliyence Agency. There are few editors
whe waould not assent to that principle;
certaimy we at the Post-Gazette regard it
as cloze 10 gospel.

But whether a government agency like
the ClA should publicly commit. itself

‘never 1o seek the aid of journalists seems.,
to us quite a dilferent question. Recently it#

ias bewn answered in one way by CIAL
Directer Stansfield Torner; and in another -+

ty the American Society of Newspaper
tnditors. Admiral Turner wants to have the

eign news source> tho;e whose paranoia
a')out the CIA will 12ad them fo exagger-’
ate the’ scope and success of the-agency's

involvernent with journalisis? Are these

not the same sort of people who, even if
the CIA. promised to stay away from
journalists, would refuse to take the agen-
cy at its word? It seems unlikely, for
example, that Iranians, who regard the
CIA as the embediment of evil; would be
coment with a disclaimer from.Turner.

It seerns to us that these questions =

suggest a single answer: that the reputa-
tion of American journalists for integrity
and autonomy lies in'in their own, and not

Admiral Turner’s, hands. But the dispute

cption of recruiting jourpalists for CIA between the admiral and the editors

work in extraordinacy circumstances, and

doesn’t wholly turn on practical argu-

has admitied to approving such ap-  qents The editors also believe that CLA
recruitment of journalists is so wrong, so - !

proaches in three insiances — none of
which was ever brought o fruition. The
edifors’ group wants a blanket and public
prohibition azainst such recruitment. Oth-
erwise, warned Mew York Times Execu-
tive Editor A. M. Tlosenthal,

ately becomes suspect.”

The confrontation between the editors
and the admiral breaks” down inio- two
quite different disputes..

CIA’s present policy “spook” foreigners, as
it were, into regarding perfectly indepen~

dent - American journalists as potential .

spies? We doubt it. Most of the foreign

news contacts relied upon by, American .

“every
American correspondeat abroad xmmedx

subversive of American traditions, that it .

ought not to. be legitimized in official
policy. : :

are confusing {heir — our — responsibil-

. ities and those- of the CIA. Editors and

. that there- are no imaginable circum- o
stances:in which recruitment of a journal- - 3

reporters can be divided into two categor- g

ies, those:who aresophisticated  about:
American )oumahsts and their characteér- -

istic independence, and those who are not. .-

Members of the first group are unlikely to-:
assume, simply because the CIA will not~

rule out approaching US. journalists, that

the agency will always or-even often be .-
successful in those efforts. Nor will these‘,a
news sources jump. to. the:improbable’

conclusion that an otherwise- trustworthyf’,

journalist is. likely to be one of the few\
with whom the CIA was lucky.. :
But'what of the other category of for-

reporters committed to the general propo--
sition that journalists oughin’t to do favors

_for the government have a professional
S .. " responsibility to foster that principle. But
Oue is factual: Will perpetuation of the-

the CIA -necessarily operates from differ-
ent motives: Its proper goal is to further
the national security, and it would-take a
certitude that we cannot summon to say

ist wouldn't strike a CIA director-as aan
‘acceptable, even. necessary, expedxent

guestion, though even on this point it is-

- possible to conjure up situations in which

3

3

veven the most Fourth Estate-minded jour-
- nalist might be tempted to cooperate. Still,
the general inclination of journalists-is,
and-ought to be, to remain aloof from such

cooperatxon ‘And. that very principle of

separation of press and government seems

_tousto say that journalists shouldn’t ask
= the-CIA to mind our ethical house for us.
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But here 1t seems to us that ihe —>duors '

Whether 'a journalist approached for .
" such a mission would agree is a differeat ..
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